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S. 2974

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2974, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to provide
for a Reducing Youth Use of E-Ciga-
rettes Initiative.

S. 8571

At the request of Mr. HEINRICH, the
names of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. HICKENLOOPER) and the Senator
from South Dakota (Mr. THUNE) were
added as cosponsors of S. 3571, a bill to

promote remediation of abandoned
hardrock mines, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 3959
At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MARSHALL) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 3959, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to provide the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services
with the authority to suspend the right
to introduce certain persons or prop-
erty into the United States in the in-
terest of the public health.
S. 4009
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
names of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. BARRASSO) and the Senator from
Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY) were added as
cosponsors of S. 4009, a bill to amend
title XVIII of the Social Security Act
to rebase the calculation of payments
for sole community hospitals and
Medicare-dependent hospitals, and for
other purposes.
S. 4030
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4030, a bill to amend the
Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946 to
establish a cattle contract library, and
for other purposes.
S. 4105
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
names of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR) and the Senator from
Wisconsin (Mr. JOHNSON) were added as
cosponsors of S. 4105, a bill to treat cer-
tain liquidations of new motor vehicle
inventory as qualified liquidations of
LIFO inventory for purposes of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986.
S. 4202
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
names of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. LANKFORD) and the Senator from
Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI) were added as
cosponsors of S. 4202, a bill to require
an annual budget estimate for the ini-
tiatives of the National Institutes of
Health pursuant to reports and rec-
ommendations made under the Na-
tional Alzheimer’s Project Act.
S. 4203
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 4203, a bill to extend the Na-
tional Alzheimer’s Project.
S. 4303
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
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shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4303, a bill to provide for
a period of exclusivity for first inter-
changeable biological products.
S. 4325
At the request of Ms. SINEMA, the
names of the Senator from Wyoming
(Ms. LuMMIs) and the Senator from
Montana (Mr. TESTER) were added as
cosponsors of S. 4325, a bill to amend
the Federal Credit Union Act to modify
the frequency of board of directors
meetings, and for other purposes.
S. 4352
At the request of Mr. CRAMER, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 43562, a bill to require a study on the
effects of travel nurse agencies on the
health industry during the COVID-19
pandemic.
S. 4366
At the request of Ms. ERNST, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 4366, a bill to require the Secretary
of Defense to seek to cooperate with al-
lies and partners in the Middle East to
identify an architecture and develop an
acquisition approach for certain coun-
tries in the Middle East to implement
an integrated air and missile defense
capability to protect the people, infra-
structure, and territory of such coun-
tries from cruise and ballistic missiles,
manned and unmanned aerial system,
and rocket attacks from Iran, and for
other purposes.
S. 4369
At the request of Mr. MARSHALL, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Ms. LuMMIS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 4369, a bill to allow States and
local educational agencies to use any
remaining COVID-19 elementary and

secondary school emergency relief
funds for school security measures.
S. 4409

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 4409, a bill to prohibit pro-
viders of email services from using fil-
tering algorithms to flag emails from
political campaigns that consumers
have elected to receive as spam.

8.J. RES. 10

At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor
of S.J. Res. 10, a joint resolution to re-
peal the authorizations for use of mili-
tary force against Iraq, and for other
purposes.

S. RES. 629

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mr. PADILLA) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 629, a resolution celebrating
the 200th anniversary of United States
diplomatic relations with Colombia.

AMENDMENT NO. 5086

At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CrRUzZ) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 5086 intended to be pro-
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posed to H.R. 3967, a bill to improve
health care and benefits for veterans
exposed to toxic substances, and for
other purposes.

———————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and
Ms. CANTWELL):

S. 4420. A bill to provide for advance-
ments in carbon removal research,
quantification, and commercialization,
including by harnessing natural proc-
esses, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce the Carbon Removal
and Emissions Storage Technologies
Act, the CREST Act. I am pleased to be
partnering with Senator CANTWELL on
this bill. Our bipartisan bill would di-
rect the Department of Energy to re-
search and evaluate the feasibility of
innovative carbon removal and storage
pathways. The name the CREST Act
alludes to the fact that we have
reached the ‘‘crest’” of our emissions
and we must work to bring them down.

With more and more private and pub-
lic sector commitments to reach net-
zero emissions within certain time-
frames, companies are scrambling to
invest in quantifiable, durable, and
verifiable carbon removal solutions.
Microsoft, for example, has made a
commitment to be carbon negative by
2030. Even though Microsoft plans to
reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by
more than half, it will need to remove
the rest of its carbon emissions. In
order to do this, Microsoft plans to in-
vest $1 billion in carbon removal tech-
nologies, such as direct air capture,
forestation, and carbon mineralization.

Despite the growing number of com-
panies that are looking to offset their
emissions, current cost estimates show
that private sector investment alone
will not be sufficient to research and
deploy carbon removal pathways. I
strongly supported the Energy Act of
2020, which authorized the first com-
prehensive Federal carbon removal re-
search and development program, and
the bipartisan infrastructure, which in-
vested $3.6 billion in direct air capture.
Although these investments have been
significant, more work is needed in fur-
ther research, increased testing, and
enhanced public-private partnerships
to help aid in scaling carbon removal
technologies.

The CREST Act would expand the
Department of Energy’s carbon re-
moval research and development pro-
grams to include carbon removal path-
ways that can permanently sequester
carbon dioxide or use carbon dioxide to
produce biofuels or products. The key
areas of focus for research and develop-
ment in our legislation are biomass
carbon removal and storage, geological
removal, atmospheric and aquatic re-
moval, carbon dioxide storage, and car-
bon dioxide removal quantification.
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Our legislation also aims to accel-
erate the commercialization of innova-
tive carbon solutions through a pilot
program at the Department of Energy.
This pilot program would be charged
with accelerating the deployment of af-
fordable and proven carbon removal
technologies. This reverse-auction
style pilot program would position the
government to purchase innovative and
promising technologies, subject to cer-
tain criteria, and reduce the costs of
those technologies. This would allow
companies that may not have as much
purchasing power as Microsoft to par-
ticipate in carbon removal to help off-
set emissions.

This pilot program would also sup-
port companies that are leading the
way in carbon removal technology, like
Running Tide in Maine, in bringing
down the cost of its product. Running
Tide captures carbon dioxide using
kelp microforests, sun, ocean currents,
and gravity. This new and exciting
company grows floating kelp micro-
forest attached to biodegradable buoys
that sink as they break down. The car-
bon captured through the floating
microforest is effectively removed for
hundreds of years once it hits the
ocean floor. Running Tide hopes to
soon be selling ‘‘kelp carbon credits’
to help offset private entities’ emis-
sions. They are currently working to
commercialize quickly. These innova-
tive solutions are the kinds that our
new pilot program would seek to en-

courage.
Mr. President, climate change is a
significant environmental challenge

that requires innovative and global so-
lutions to reduce greenhouse gas pollu-
tion. While carbon removal and storage
is only a small part of the solution, it
is critical that we expand our country’s
work in this area. Our bipartisan bill
has earned endorsements from Bipar-
tisan Policy Center Action, ClearPath
Action, Citizens for Responsible En-
ergy Solutions, and many others. I
urge my colleagues to join Senator
CANTWELL and me in supporting this
legislation.

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and
Mrs. FEINSTEIN):

S. 4424. A Dbill to amend the Recre-
ation and Public Purposes Act to au-
thorize sales and leases of certain Fed-
eral land to federally recognized Indian
Tribes, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I rise
to introduce the bipartisan Recreation
and Public Purposes Tribal Parity Act
to correct a long-standing and unjust
oversight that prevents Tribal govern-
ments from having the same opportuni-
ties as State and local governments do
to buy and lease public lands for rec-
reational purposes.

Current law allows the Bureau of
Land Management to lease or sell cer-
tain public lands to State and local
governments or qualifying nonprofits if
those lands will be used for explicit
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public and recreational purposes. These
lands are used for a variety of public
and recreational purposes, like historic
monument sites, schools, firehouses,
law enforcement facilities, court-
houses, health facilities, hospitals, and
parks. However, the law does not allow
the BLM to sell or lease these lands to
Tribal governments.

Our bill would allow Tribal govern-
ments to participate in the program in
the same way that State and local gov-
ernments do. Doing so would help en-
sure Tribal nations enjoy the same op-
portunities for land acquisition as
State and local governments and non-
profit organizations do.

Tribal governments were not consid-
ered when the Recreation and Public
Purposes Act became law in 1926. The
omission leaves Tribes without the
same opportunities as other govern-
ments to use public lands for these ben-
eficial purposes. This disadvantage is
clear, as the sale and lease of public
lands is often at a discount compared
to fair market value. This issue is part
of the greater need to correct long-
standing barriers that undermine the
sovereignty of Tribal governments and
our efforts to right historic wrongs.

The Federal Government owns about
640 million acres of land, about 28% of
the total land in the United States.
Public lands potentially available for
disposal by the Bureau of Land Man-
agement alone are located across at
least 18 States. The exclusion of Indian
Tribes from qualifying for acquisition
of these lands is not based on any clear
policy rationale.

As our Nation works to strengthen
Tribal sovereignty and self-determina-
tion, it is important that we ensure our
laws treat Tribal governments in equal
regard as State and local governments
and ensure they have the opportunity
for positive and productive land use ac-
tivity.

I thank Senator FEINSTEIN for intro-
ducing this legislation with me in the
Senate, and Congressman LAMALFA for
championing this effort in the House of
Representatives. I look forward to
working with my colleagues to enact
this commonsense bill as quickly as
possible.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
TIiLLIS, and Mr. GRASSLEY):

S. 4430. A bill to amend title 35,
United States Code, to establish an
interagency task force between the
United States Patent and Trademark
Office and the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration for purposes of sharing infor-
mation and providing technical assist-
ance with respect to patents, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 4430

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Interagency
Patent Coordination and Improvement Act
of 2022”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Decisions by the United States Patent
and Trademark Office relating to patents
may implicate, or have relevance to, infor-
mation housed at or involving other Federal
agencies.

(2) Entities submitting patent applications
to the United States Patent and Trademark
Office may also submit information to, or
share information with, other Federal agen-
cies, necessitating accuracy and consistency
in those representations.

(3) Research has shown that patent exam-
iners may benefit from additional informa-
tion that is housed at, or is available to,
Federal agencies other than the United
States Patent and Trademark Office in order
to assess prior art and the state of science
and technology.

(4) The Under Secretary of Commerce for
Intellectual Property and Director of the
United States Patent and Trademark Office
is encouraged to work with other Federal
agencies.

SEC. 3. REPORT BY UNITED STATES PATENT AND
TRADEMARK OFFICE.

Not later than 4 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Under Secretary of
Commerce for Intellectual Property and Di-
rector of the United States Patent and
Trademark Office shall submit to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the Senate and
the Committee on the Judiciary of the House
of Representatives a report that contains—

(1) a description of the frequency with
which—

(A) information is provided by the Food
and Drug Administration to the TUnited
States Patent and Trademark Office through
the Interagency Task Force on Patents es-
tablished under section 15 of title 35, United
States Code, as added by section 4(a) of this
Act, or under processes established by that
Task Force; and

(B) the information described in subpara-
graph (A) is used in patent examinations;

(2) an identification of which methods of
providing information, as described in para-
graph (1)(A), and types of information so
shared, are most useful to patent examiners;

(3) any recommendations for changes to be
made by Congress to the mandate, funding,
or operations of the Task Force described in
paragraph (1)(A); and

(4) an identification of other Federal agen-
cies with which the Under Secretary of Com-
merce for Intellectual Property and Director
of the United States Patent and Trademark
Office should explore opportunities for co-
ordination that are similar to those under-
taken with the Food and Drug Administra-
tion through the activities of the Task Force
described in paragraph (1)(A).

SEC. 4. INTERAGENCY TASK FORCE ON PATENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 1 of title 35,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in section 2(c), by adding at the end the
following:

““(6)(A) In exercising the Director’s powers
and duties under this section relating to pat-
ents, and decisions or actions involving pat-
ents, for human drugs and biological prod-
ucts, the Director shall, through the Inter-
agency Task Force on Patents established
under section 15, consult with the Commis-
sioner of Food and Drugs in the manner de-
scribed in that section.

‘“(B) For purposes of subparagraph (A), the
term ‘decisions or actions involving patents’
means decisions or actions taken with re-
spect to patents under this title.”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:
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“§ 15. Interagency Task Force on Patents

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
an interagency task force, to be known as
the Interagency Task Force on Patents (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘task force’),
to coordinate efforts between the Director
and the Commissioner of Food and Drugs (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘Commis-
sioner’) regarding communication about,
evaluation of, and effective implementation
of the activities of the Office and the Food
and Drug Administration with respect to
patents, and decisions or actions involving
patents (as defined in section 2(c)(6)(B)), for
human drugs and biological products.

“(b) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.—
The Director and the Commissioner shall
enter into a memorandum of understanding,
or update an existing memorandum of under-
standing, for the purposes of implementing
and carrying out the duties of the task force.

‘‘(c) MEMBERSHIP.—The task force shall be
comprised of employees of the Office, who
shall be appointed by the Director, and em-
ployees of the Food and Drug Administra-
tion, who shall be appointed by the Commis-
sioner, who have appropriate expertise and
decision-making authority regarding oper-
ational, administrative, technical, medical,
pharmacological, clinical, and scientific
matters to carry out the functions of the
task force.

“(d) AcTivITIES.—The task force shall
carry out the following functions regarding
interagency coordination to promote recip-
rocal access of information:

‘(1) Sharing information on the general
processes of the Office and the Food and
Drug Administration, what each such agency
considers in its respective review of applica-
tions, and how each such agency evaluates
those applications, which may be undertaken
through routine and ongoing meetings,
workshops, and training sessions.

‘(2) Sharing information on new approvals
of patents, human drugs and biological prod-
ucts, new technologies and prior art (as ap-
propriate on a case-by-case basis), and sci-
entific trends and developments.

*“(3) Establishing a process that requires—

‘‘(A) the Director to request from the Com-
missioner (and the Commissioner to provide
to the Director, upon receiving such a re-
quest)—

‘(i) appropriate information for use by em-
ployees of the Office with responsibility to
examine patent applications under section
131 (referred to in this section as ‘patent ex-
aminers’) regarding when certain informa-
tion relating to a human drug or biological
product approval, which may include updates
to a label or newly approved indications, is
made publicly available, including when
such information is posted online; and

‘(i) appropriate access for patent exam-
iners to relevant sources of product applica-
tion, approval, patent, and labeling informa-
tion or communications between the Food
and Drug Administration and the prescrip-
tion drug or biological product sponsors that
may not currently be subject to public dis-
closure, as appropriate and only to the ex-
tent necessary for the Office to carry out the
responsibilities of the Office, including en-
suring accurate representations and the en-
forcement of the limitation on granting a
patent because the claimed invention that
would be the subject of the patent was on
sale before the effective filing date of the
claimed invention, as described in section
102(a)(1); and

‘(B) the Office to assist the Food and Drug
Administration in its ministerial role of list-
ing appropriate and accurate descriptions of
patents.

‘‘(4) Establishing a process to ensure that,
in appropriate circumstances, at the request
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of the Director, the Commissioner shall con-
sult with or otherwise furnish specific, avail-
able information to the Office with respect
to certain applications, responses, or affida-
vits after rejections in order to assist patent
examiners in carrying out the duties of those
patent examiners.

‘“(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
subsection (d)(3)(B) shall be construed as—

‘(1) directing the Office to interfere with
or delay the ministerial function of the Food
and Drug Administration of listing patents;
or

‘“(2) indicating the position of the Office
regarding the ability to assert a patent in in-
fringement litigation.

““(f) CONFIDENTIALITY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The task force shall es-
tablish appropriate protocols to safeguard
confidentiality and prevent the inappro-
priate disclosure of information when shar-
ing information between the Office and the
Food and Drug Administration.

‘“(2) POTENTIAL REMEDIES.—In establishing
protocols under paragraph (1), the task force
shall identify appropriate remedies for any
potential injury suffered when confidential
information is made available, including in-
advertently, through the sharing of informa-
tion described in that paragraph.”.

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table of sections for chapter 1 of
title 35, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following:
¢“15. Interagency Task Force on Patents.”.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Under Secretary of Commerce for Intel-
lectual Property and Director of the United
States Patent and Trademark Office and the
Commissioner of Food and Drugs such sums
as may be necessary for the purposes of car-
rying out the functions of the Interagency
Task Force on Patents established under sec-
tion 15 of title 35, United States Code, as
added by subsection (a).

—————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 682—DESIG-
NATING JUNE 15, 2022, AS
“WORLD ELDER ABUSE AWARE-
NESS DAY” AND THE MONTH OF
JUNE AS “ELDER ABUSE AWARE-
NESS MONTH”

Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and Mr.
BLUMENTHAL) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 682

Whereas, in 2021, approximately 53,000,000
residents of the United States, or about 1 in
every 7 individuals, have attained the age of
65, and by 2060, 95,000,000 individuals in the
United States will be over the age of 65 ac-
cording to estimates by the Bureau of the
Census;

Whereas elder abuse remains a challenging
problem and can come in many different
forms, often manifesting as physical, sexual,
or psychological abuse, financial exploi-
tation, neglect, and social media abuse;

Whereas elder abuse, neglect, and exploi-
tation have no boundaries and cross all ra-
cial, social, class, gender, and geographic
lines, according to the Elder Justice Coali-
tion;

Whereas more than 1 in 10 individuals in
the United States over the age of 60 have
been subjected to abuse each year, with
many such victims enduring abuse in mul-
tiple forms, according to the American Jour-
nal of Public Health;
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Whereas most reported cases of abuse, ne-
glect, and exploitation of older adults take
place within private homes, and approxi-
mately 90 percent of the perpetrators in
elder financial exploitation cases are family
members or other trusted individuals, ac-
cording to the National Adult Protective
Services Association;

Whereas research suggests that elderly in-
dividuals in the United States who experi-
ence cognitive impairment, physical disabil-
ities, or isolation are more likely to become
the victims of abuse than those who do not
experience cognitive impairment, physical
disabilities, or isolation;

Whereas other risk factors for elder abuse
can include low social support, poor physical
health, and experience of previous traumatic
events, according to the National Center on
Elder Abuse;

Whereas close to half of elderly individuals
who suffer from dementia will experience
abuse during their lifetime, according to the
Department of Justice;

Whereas only 1 in 24 cases of elder abuse is
reported according the New York State Of-
fice of Children and Family Services;

Whereas the Population Reference Bureau
estimates that 1,900,000 elders will live in
nursing homes by 2030;

Whereas, in a 2012 study conducted by
Michigan State University, approximately 24
percent of the nursing home residents who
participated in the study reported at least
one incident of physical abuse by nursing
home staff;

Whereas, on World Elder Abuse Awareness
Day, the United States mourned the loss of
elderly individuals who perished in nursing
homes and other long-term care facilities
during the COVID-19 pandemic;

Whereas the COVID-19 pandemic has led to
the emergence of new scams against older
adults, including those related to vaccines;

Whereas there has been an increase in hate
crimes committed against older, Asian
Americans during the COVID-19 pandemic;

Whereas, within the last 2 years, Congress
passed and the President signed 2 measures
that make nearly $400,000,000 available for
implementation of Elder Justice Act (42
U.S.C. 1395i-3a et seq.) initiatives, the larg-
est funding stream related to such initia-
tives in the history of the Act; and

Whereas Congress, in passing the Elder
Justice Act of 2009 (42 U.S.C. 1395i-3a et seq.),
the Older Americans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C.
3001 et seq.), the Elder Abuse Prevention and
Prosecution Act (34 U.S.C. 21701 et seq.), the
American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (Public
Law 117-2), and the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2021 (Public Law 116-260), recog-
nized the importance of protecting older peo-
ple of the United States against abuse and
exploitation: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates June 15, 2022, as ‘“World
Elder Abuse Awareness Day’” and the month
of June as ‘“‘Elder Abuse Awareness Month’’;

(2) recognizes—

(A) judges, lawyers, adult protective serv-
ices professionals, law enforcement officers,
social workers, health care providers, advo-
cates for victims, and other professionals
and agencies for their efforts to advance
awareness of elder abuse;

(B) the important work of the Elder Jus-
tice Coordinating Council, which has contin-
ued through the previous 2 Administrations
and involves 15 different Federal agencies;

(C) the essential work done by adult pro-
tective services personnel, who regularly
came to the assistance of victims, inves-
tigated reports of abuse, and actively pre-
vented future victimization of older people
in the United States, especially during the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic as the social
isolation of elderly individuals due to stay-
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